
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Inquiry into Policies and Programs to
Assure Universal Telephone Service in
a Competitive Market Environment

To: The Commission

COMMENTS OF ELECTRIC LIGHTWAVE, INC.

Electric Lightwave, Inc. ("ELI"), pursuant to Section 1.405 of

the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. 1.405, hereby respectfully

submits its Comments in the above-captioned matter, in support of

the Petition of MFS Telecommunications Company, Inc. for a Notice

of Inquiry and En Banc Hearing ("MFS Petition"), ELI believes that

there is a compelling need for a comprehensive review of universal

service mechanisms and that the Commission should initiate an

Inquiry as suggested by MFS.

I. STATEMENT OF INTEREST

ELI is a competitive access provider ("CAP") currently

operating or constructing fiber optic telecommunications networks

in Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona and Utah. ELI offers a

range of high-quality, digital special access and private line

services in competition with local exchange telephone companies

("LECs") . ELI's interstate telecommunications services are

provided pursuant to its FCC Tariff No.

Commission.
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ELI is committed to the national goal of universal service.

ELI stands ready and expects, particularly as CAPs gain full and

equitable interconnection with LEC facilities, to accept its fair

share of responsibility for assuring that consumers have access to

affordable telecommunications services.

II. THERE IS A COMPELLING NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF
UNIVERSAL SERVICE MECHANISMS

Competition has now begun to emerge in the local

telecommunications arena, and can be expected to grow especially as

equitable and cost-based expanded interconnection opportunities

become real. This increasingly competitive environment dictates a

comprehensive review of current universal service mechanisms.

Traditional approaches to universal service were crafted in

the context of monopoly provision of local telecommunications

service. This mechanisms have been funded by a combination of

specifically-identified subsidies and implicit subsidies embedded

in LEC rate structures. As multiple and competing providers are

asked to fund universal service, it is imperative that the need for

subsidy support be quantified, that the sources of support be

explicitly identified, and that the recipients of such support be

targeted. ELI believes that Commission initiation of an Inquiry

would provide an appropriate vehicle for the comprehensive

reevaluation of universal service approaches in a competitive

environment.
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II. CONCLUSION

ELI urges the Commission to initiate an Inquiry into universal

service policies and programs as suggested in the MFS Petition.

Respectfully submitted,
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Susan McAdams
Assistant Vice President/
Government Relations

ELECTRIC LIGHTWAVE, INC.
8100 NE Parkway Drive, Suite 200
Vancouver, Washington 98662

(206) 892-1000

Dated: December 16, 1993
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 16th day of December 1993,

copies of the foregoing Comments of Electric Lightwave, Inc. were

sent via hand-delivery to the following:

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Kathleen Levitz, Acting Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

James D. Schlichting, Chief
Policy & Program Planning Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, D.C. 20554

Cindy Z. Schonhaut
Vice President
Government Affairs
MFS Communications Company, Inc.
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Ervin S. Duggan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gregory J. Vogt, Chief
Tariff Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 518
Washington, D.C. 20554

International Transcription
Service

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 246
Washington, D.C. 20554

Andrew D. Lipman
Senior Vice President
Legal & Regulatory Affairs
Government Affairs
MFS Communications Company, Inc.
Washington, D.C. 20007
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